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1 Focus Statement Verse 
 God’s Word: 

Water dew that’s pouring to wash n cleanse. Time of cleansing. Water of washing by the word Eph. 5:26 
 

 sanctify  
hagiázō (from hágios, "holy") – to regard 
as special(sacred),  
 
hagiázō) means "to make holy, consecrate, 
sanctify; to dedicate, separate"  
 
 

 
Ephesians 5 
26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of 
water by the word 
 
The true rendering is, that He might sanctify it, having 
cleansed it in the laver of the water in [the] Word 

 

PART A 
 7. Exhortation to youths 
1 God who is able to strengthen the hands and 

feet  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Habakkuk 3  
Context when everything else fails  
19 The Lord God is my strength; 
He will make my feet like deer’s feet, 
And He will make me walk on my high hills. 

 
Psalms 18 = 2 Samuel 22:34 
 
A Psalm of David the servant of the Lord, who spoke to 
the Lord the words of this song on the day that 
the Lord delivered him from the hand of all his enemies and 
from the hand of Saul. And he said: 
 
31 For who is God, except the Lord? 
And who is a rock, except our God? 
32 It is God who arms me with strength, 
And makes my way perfect. 
33 He makes my feet like the feet of deer, 
And sets me on my high places. 
34 He teaches my hands to make war, 
So that my arms can bend a bow of bronze. 
 

 

PART B 
 1. The meaning of washing of water by the word 
1 “the laver of the water (in the Word)” with 

reference to baptism 
 
Sanctification equated to “the laver of the 
water” with reference to baptism 
 
 
But it is better to embrace the whole, and so 
include the whole spiritual element of 
baptism, both the acceptance of faith on the 
part of man, and the grace-giving blessing of 
God. 
 

 
Ephesians 5 
26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of 
water by the word 
 
The true rendering is, that He might sanctify it, having 
cleansed it in the laver of the water in [the] Word 
 
That God would sanctify the church 

 
 

2a Spiritual meaning of (washing of water by the 
word) 
By baptism 
To produce > 
“the laver of regeneration” of Titus 3:5.  
> the washing of regeneration 
> the renewing of the Holy Spirit 

 
 

Titus 3 
5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 
according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of 
regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 
Spiritual meaning of baptism 
Laver = Water signifies cleansing and regeneration = baptism  
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2b Spiritual meaning of (washing of water by the 
word) 
By baptism 
To produce > 
“a good conscience” (1Peter 3:21) 
> baptism does not remove filth of the fliesh 
> but produces a good conscience toward God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Peter 3:21 | Christ’s Suffering and Ours 
18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, 
that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but 
made alive by the Spirit, 19 by whom also He went and preached 
to the spirits in prison, 20 who formerly were disobedient, [g]when 
once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, 
while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight 
souls, were saved through water. 21 There is also an antitype 
which now saves us—baptism (not the removal of the filth of the 
flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven 
and is at the right hand of God, angels and authorities and 
powers having been made subject to Him. 
Baptism gives us a good conscious toward God  
Not removal of sin 

 

 2. The meaning of sanctification 
1a To sanctify believers to Jesus 

(comp. John 17:17; John 17:19)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
John 17 
 15 I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, 
but that You should keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not 
of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them by 
Your truth. Your word is truth. 18 As You sent Me into the world, 
I also have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I 
sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth. 
v17 Jesus prayed to His Father to sanctify the people to Himself 
v19 Jesus sanctified Himself for the people to be sanctified  

 

1b The church has been sanctified and justified (1 
Corinthians 6:11) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Corinthians 6 
Context: they were sinners but >> 

11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you 
were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus and by the Spirit of our God. 

 

 3.  The significance of baptism 
1 Baptism has been commanded by Jesus in 

Matthew 28:19, 
 
Baptise = 
907 baptízō – properly, "submerge" 
hence, baptize, to immerse (literally, 
"dip under"). 907 (baptízō) implies 
submersion ("immersion"), in contrast 
to 472 /antéxomai ("sprinkle"). 
 

 
Matthew 28 
18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has 
been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore 
and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching 
them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I 
am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. 
It was Jesus’ command to baptise 
Baptism is the only means for ‘sanctification’ 
This is the ritual / a means of grace 

 

2 Baptism was instructed by Peter and in fact in 
Acts 2:38; Acts 2:41. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Acts 2 
37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said 
to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what 
shall we do?” 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every 
one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all 
who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.” 40 And 
with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, 
“Be saved from this perverse generation.” 41 Then those 
who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about 
three thousand souls were added to them. 
Baptism followed repentance what followed was addition of 
souls to the kingdom.  
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 4. The spiritual meaning of baptism 
 Buried = 

sunthaptó 
συνθάπτω: to bury together 
with: τῷ Χριστῷ, together with Christ,  
Romans 6:4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Romans 6 
1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace 
may abound? 2 Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live 
any longer in it? 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His 
death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism 
into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of 
life. 

 

1 Buried with Christ in baptism = spiritual 
reality 

- For all who in the rite of baptism are 
plunged under the water thereby 
declare that they put faith in the 
expiatory death of Christ for the 
pardon of their past sins; 

- Paul likens baptism as a burial by 
which the former sinfulness is buried 

 
 

 

Colossians 2 
11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made 
without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by 
the circumcision of Christ, 12 buried with Him in baptism, in 
which you also were raised with Him through faith in the 
working of God, who raised Him from the dead.  

 

2 God has made us alive with him > because 
God has forgiven all our trespasses  
 
 
 
 

 
Colossians 2 
13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision 
of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having 
forgiven you all trespasses,  

 

3 Cancelled everything that was contrary / 
against us  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Colossians 2 
14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was 
against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of 
the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 Having 
disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle 
of them, triumphing over them in it. 
 
Spiritual meaning / implications = what God spoke to us 

- Had wiped off ‘indebtedness’ to law / allegations / 
accusations against us 

 

4 Made us alive together with Christ & 
Gave us an elevated position in Christ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ephesians 2 
4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with 
which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have 
been saved), 6 and raised us up together, and made us sit 
together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 that in the ages 
to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace 
in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus 

 

 5.  Practical meaning of sanctification  
 Circumcision = 

4059 peritémnō  
(from 4012 /perí, "all-around" and temnō, "cut off")  
 
Literal Meaning 
to cut around  
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to circumcise, cut off one's prepuce / foreskin (used of that well-known rite by which not only the male children of 
the Israelites, on the eighth day after birth, but subsequently also 'proselytes of righteousness' were consecrated to 
Jehovah and introduced into the number of his people 
 
Figurative Meaning 
– circumcise; (figuratively) cutting off the "old life," in favor of the new which is in Christ (the Seed). This starts 
with being born again into God's family (personally entering His covenant). 
 

1 Circumcision made without hands 
Putting off the body of sin 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Colossians 2 
11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made 
without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by 
the circumcision of Christ, 12 buried with Him in baptism, in 
which you also were raised with Him through faith in the 
working of God, who raised Him from the dead.  

 

2 Cannot continue in sin that grace may abound 
(ultra-grace teaching) 
How to die to sin?   
Cannot live in sin anymore 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Romans 6 
1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace 
may abound? 2 Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live 
any longer in it? 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His 
death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism 
into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of 
life. 

 
 


