
DATE: 13/8/22 TITLE: Saul’s Tragic Ministry – Lesson for Pastors 
CHURCH: KAIROS Pastors Fellowship KL KEY VERSE 1 Samuel 13:13 

 

Page 1 

1 Focus Statement Verse 
 1. Saul’s tragic ministry / life 
1 1 Samuel 9: Credential till Consecration as 

king 
 
V2 Credential 
They went in search for Saul’s father’s donkey 
 
V3 Saul’s assignment 
 
v4-14 When he couldn’t find they looked for 
the man of God  
 
v17 God’s accreditation of Saul 
 
v19-26 Samuel’s conversation with Saul <> 
 
 

 
1 Samuel 9 
2 And he had a choice and handsome son whose name was 
Saul. There was not a more handsome person than he among the 
children of Israel. From his shoulders upward he was taller than 
any of the people. 
 
3 Now the donkeys of Kish, Saul’s father, were lost. And Kish 
said to his son Saul, “Please take one of the servants with you, 
and arise, go and look for the donkeys. 
 
17 So when Samuel saw Saul, the Lord said to him, “There he is, 
the man of whom I spoke to you. This one shall reign over My 
people.” 
 

 
 

2 1 Samuel 10 
V1 Samuel anointed Saul as king 
V6-7 that Saul will have the anointing 
V8 Samuel’s instruction to Saul 
V17-24 Saul proclaimed as king 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Samuel 10 
1 Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on his head, and 
kissed him and said: “Is it not because the Lord has anointed you 
commander over His [a]inheritance? 
 

8 You shall go down before me to Gilgal; and surely I will come 
down to you to offer burnt offerings and make sacrifices of 
peace offerings. Seven days you shall wait, till I come to you and 
show you what you should do.” 
 

24 And Samuel said to all the people, “Do you see him whom 
the Lord has chosen, that there is no one like him among all the 
people?” 

So all the people shouted and said, “Long[e] live the king!” 

 
 

3 Samuel’s address to welcome new king 
1 Sam 12 
 

 

4 1 Sam13  
V1 after reined 2 years 
Saul’s unlawful sacrifice 
 
Saul’s justification for his unlawful action 
- he was pressured when the people were 
scattered 
- when the Philistines gathered > he became 
fearful and offered the burned offering  
V13-14 Saul rejected as king after 2 years as 
king 
 

But the most striking proof that Saul would 
not live up to the ideal was his disobedience of 
an explicit order from the Lord. When the 
time came to fight the Philistines, Saul was 
supposed to go to Gilgal and wait seven days 
for Samuel to come and offer sacrifices before 
Israel headed into battle (13:8). But when Saul 
went to Gilgal, he did not wait long enough 
but took the initiative to offer the sacrifices 

 
1 Samuel 13 
8 Then he waited seven days, according to the time set by 
Samuel. But Samuel did not come to Gilgal; and the people were 
scattered from him. 9 So Saul said, “Bring a burnt offering and 
peace offerings here to me.” And he offered the burnt 
offering. 10 Now it happened, as soon as he had finished 
presenting the burnt offering, that Samuel came; and Saul went 
out to meet him, that he might [d]greet him. 11 And Samuel said, 
“What have you done?” Saul said, “When I saw that the people 
were scattered from me, and that you did not come within the 
days appointed, and that the Philistines gathered together at 
Michmash, 12 then I said, ‘The Philistines will now come down 
on me at Gilgal, and I have not made supplication to the Lord.’ 
Therefore I felt  compelled, and offered a burnt offering.” 

 

13 And Samuel said to Saul, “You have done foolishly. You have 
not kept the commandment of the Lord your God, which He 
commanded you. For now the Lord would have established your 
kingdom over Israel forever. 14 But now your kingdom shall not 
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himself. Because of this blatant disobedience 
to a revealed command, God rejected Saul’s 
kingdom. That is, the Lord determined not to 
give Saul’s family a lasting dynasty to reign 
over His people (vv. 8–15). 

continue. The Lord has sought for Himself a man after His own 
heart, and the Lord has commanded him to be commander over 
His people, because you have not kept what the Lord 
commanded you.” 

 
 

5 PRECEDING 1 
2. Though he was to fight the battle (9:16),  
for which he was anointed as king > it was his 
son, Jonathan. Instead, his son Jonathan was 
the first to defeat the Philistines (13:3, 16). 
 

 
1 Samuel 9 
 16 “Tomorrow about this time I will send you a man from the 
land of Benjamin, and you shall anoint him [d]commander over 
My people Israel, that he may save My people from the hand of 
the Philistines; for I have looked upon My people, because their 
cry has come to Me.” 
 

 

6 3. Though he did well in fighting the 
Ammonites (chap. 10), he did not take the 
initiative against the enemies he was 
specifically appointed to defeat 

 

7 PRECEDING 2 

Add this to Saul’s hiding from his own 
anointing (10:20–23), and it is clear that this 
king left a lot to be desired. 

 
 

 
 

1 Samuel 10 
20 And when Samuel had caused all the tribes of Israel to come 
near, the tribe of Benjamin was chosen. 21 When he had caused 
the tribe of Benjamin to come near by their families, the family 
of Matri was chosen. And Saul the son of Kish was chosen. But 
when they sought him, he could not be found. 22 Therefore 
they inquired of the Lord further, “Has the man come here yet?” 

And the Lord answered, “There he is, hidden among the 
equipment.” 

23 So they ran and brought him from there; and when he stood 
among the people, he was taller than any of the people from his 
shoulders upward. 

 
 

 2. Lessons to learn 
1  

a. Saul started with a humble heart when he 
didn’t have anything  
1 Sam.9 3-14 he diligently looked for his 
father’s donkey 
 

 
1 Samuel 9 
2 And he had a choice and handsome son whose name was 
Saul. There was not a more handsome person than he among the 
children of Israel. From his shoulders upward he was taller than 
any of the people. 
 

 
 

2 b. That pleased the heart of God – who had 
great plans for this young man 1 Sam.9:17 
 

 
1 Samuel 9 
 

17 So when Samuel saw Saul, the Lord said to him, “There he is, 
the man of whom I spoke to you. This one shall reign over My 
people.” 
 

 

3  
c. He was sent to Samuel the priest for 
consecration 1 Sam.10:1 
 

 
1 Samuel 10 
1 Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on his head, and 
kissed him and said: “Is it not because the Lord has anointed you 
commander over His [a]inheritance? 

 

  
d. In his excitement  
> he forgot the purpose of his calling (king) 
Though he was to fight the battle (9:16), for 
which he was anointed as king > it was his 

 
1 Samuel 9 
 16 “Tomorrow about this time I will send you a man from the 
land of Benjamin, and you shall anoint him [d]commander over 
My people Israel, that he may save My people from the hand of 
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son, Jonathan. Instead, his son Jonathan was 
the first to defeat the Philistines (13:3, 16). 
 
 
 
 

the Philistines; for I have looked upon My people, because their 
cry has come to Me.” 
 

 
 

1 Samuel 13 
 3 And Jonathan attacked the garrison of the Philistines 
that was in Geba, and the Philistines heard of it. Then Saul blew 
the trumpet throughout all the land, saying, “Let the Hebrews 
hear!” 
 
16 Saul, Jonathan his son, and the people present with them 
remained in [f]Gibeah of Benjamin. But the Philistines encamped 
in Michmash 
 
 
 

 

4 > he forgot the instruction from the servant / 
man of God v8 
 
 

 
 

1 Samuel 10 
8 You shall go down before me to Gilgal; and surely I will come 
down to you to offer burnt offerings and make sacrifices of 
peace offerings. Seven days you shall wait, till I come to you and 
show you what you should do.” 

 
 

5 1 Sam13  
V1 after reined 2 years 
Saul’s unlawful sacrifice 
 
Saul’s justification for his unlawful action 
- he was pressured when the people were 
scattered 
- when the Philistines gathered > he became 
fearful and offered the burned offering  
V13-14 Saul rejected as king after 2 years as 
king 
 
SUMMARY 

- But the most striking proof that Saul would 
not live up to the ideal was his disobedience of 
an explicit order from the Lord.  

- When the time came to fight the Philistines, 
Saul was supposed to go to Gilgal and wait 
seven days for Samuel to come and offer 
sacrifices before Israel headed into battle 
(13:8). But when Saul went to Gilgal, he did 
not wait long enough but took the initiative to 
offer the sacrifices himself.  

- Because of this blatant disobedience to a 
revealed command, God rejected Saul’s 
kingdom. That is, the Lord determined not to 
give Saul’s family a lasting dynasty to reign 
over His people (vv. 8–15). 

 

 
1 Samuel 13 
8 Then he waited seven days, according to the time set by 
Samuel. But Samuel did not come to Gilgal; and the people were 
scattered from him. 9 So Saul said, “Bring a burnt offering and 
peace offerings here to me.” And he offered the burnt 
offering. 10 Now it happened, as soon as he had finished 
presenting the burnt offering, that Samuel came; and Saul went 
out to meet him, that he might [d]greet him. 11 And Samuel said, 
“What have you done?” Saul said, “When I saw that the people 
were scattered from me, and that you did not come within the 
days appointed, and that the Philistines gathered together at 
Michmash, 12 then I said, ‘The Philistines will now come down 
on me at Gilgal, and I have not made supplication to the Lord.’ 
Therefore I felt  compelled, and offered a burnt offering.” 

 

13 And Samuel said to Saul, “You have done foolishly. You have 
not kept the commandment of the Lord your God, which He 
commanded you. For now the Lord would have established your 
kingdom over Israel forever. 14 But now your kingdom shall not 
continue. The Lord has sought for Himself a man after His own 
heart, and the Lord has commanded him to be commander over 
His people, because you have not kept what the Lord 
commanded you.” 

 
 


