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1 Focus Statement Verse 
1 Meekness of man 

Fight by the feeble (physically) 
  

IRONY: 
You train my fingers for war ? | Why not use a missile? 
 
a. Blessed be the LORD my Rock 
- my reliance  
 
who teacheth my hands to war, 
 - my Educator in military skills for above my 
intelligence & wisdom 
 
And my fingers to fight – 
- Probably the placing the arrow, and drawing the string. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Psalm 144:1 
1 Blessed be the LORD my Rock, Who trains my 
hands for war, And my fingers for battle— 

 
Psalm 18 
31 For who is God, except the Lord? 
And who is a rock, except our God? 
32 It is God who arms me with strength, 
And makes my way perfect. 
33 He makes my feet like the feet of deer, 
And sets me on my high places. 
34 He teaches my hands to make war, 
So that my arms can bend a bow of bronze. 

 

 Meek = 4239. praus 
means more than worldly "meek."   
worldly meaning: 
quiet, gentle, and easily imposed on; submissive. 
 
Biblical meekness is not weakness but rather refers to 
exercising God's strength under His control – i.e. 
demonstrating power without undue harshness. 
Application: Such live in subjection of God and live to 
see God fight the battle 
 

 
Matthew 5 
5 Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit 
the earth. 

 

2 Meekness of Jesus 
Why we need to emulate Jesus’ meekness in dealing with others 
Need a paradigm shift in our orientation to others – to reach them with compassion of Jesus 
1.  Fight by the feeble (physically) 

 INTRODUCTION TO ISAIAH 42:1-3 
V1 Jesus is the anointed One 
5547. Christos Xristós (from 5548 /xríō, "anoint with 
olive oil") = Jesus was anointed with the Holy Spirit 
 
(Greek) "the Anointed One," the Christ  
(Hebrew, "Messiah"). 
 
 
 

 
Isaiah 42 
1 “Behold! My Servant whom I uphold, 
My Elect One in whom My soul delights! 
I have put My Spirit upon Him; 
He will bring forth justice to the Gentiles. 
 
2 He will not cry out, nor raise His voice, 
Nor cause His voice to be heard in the street. 
 
3 A bruised reed He will not break, 
And smoking flax He will not quench; 
He will bring forth justice for truth. 

 

 PART 1: A bruised reed He will not break, 
- He is tender of those oppressed with doubts and fears, 
- Jesus with matchless tenderness, love, and skill, to lift 
up the meek, to strengthen the weak hands and confirm 
the feeble knees, to comfort all that mourn, to say to 
them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not. 
 

 
Isaiah 41 
10 Fear not, for I am with you; 
Be not dismayed, for I am your God. 
I will strengthen you, 
Yes, I will help you, 
I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.’ 
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 PART 2: And [b]smoking flax / fading candle He will 

not [c]quench; 
Flax = The Hebrew is, literally, a dimly burning wick he 
shall not quench (Isaiah 42:3).  
- The “smoking flax” is the wick of the lamp which has 
ceased to burn clearly, and the clouded flame of which 
seems to call for prompt extinction.  
 

 
 

4 APPLICATION: HOW JESUS TREATS HIS ENEMIES WITH COMPASSION 
 TOGETHER 

This prophecy Isaiah 42 was fulfilled in Christ 
 
1. V19 In silence, and without noise:  
The opposition he meets with he shall not strive against, 
but patiently endure the contradiction of sinners against 
himself. 
 
2. V20 Gently, and without rigour.  
20 A BRUISED REED HE WILL NOT BREAK, 
 
Those that are wicked he will be patient with; when he 
has begun to crush them, so that they are as bruised 
reeds, he will give them space to repent and not 
immediately break them; though they are very offensive, 
as smoking flax (ch. 65:5), yet he will bear with them, as 
he did with Jerusalem. Those that are weak he will be 
tender of; those that have but a little life, a little heat, that 
are weak as a reed, oppressed with doubts and fears, as a 
bruised reed,  
 
AND SMOKING FLAX HE WILL NOT QUENCH, 
 
that are as smoking flax, as the wick of a candle newly 
lighted, which is ready to go out again, he will not 
despise them, will not plead against them with his great 
power, nor lay upon them more work or more suffering 
than they can bear, which would break and quench them, 
but will graciously consider their frame.  
 
He will not break the bruised reed, but will strengthen it, 
that it may become a cedar in the courts of our God.  
 
He will not quench the smoking flax, but blow it up into a 
flame.  
 
Note, Jesus Christ is very tender toward those that have 
true grace, though they are but weak in it, and accepts 
the willingness of the spirit, pardoning and passing by 
the weakness of the flesh 
 

 
Matthew 12 Behold, My Servant 
18 “Behold! My Servant whom I have chosen, 
My Beloved in whom My soul is well pleased! 
I will put My Spirit upon Him, 
And He will declare justice to the Gentiles. 
19 He will not quarrel nor cry out, 
Nor will anyone hear His voice in the streets. 
20 A bruised reed He will not break, 
And smoking flax He will not quench, 
Till He sends forth justice to victory; 
21 And in His name Gentiles will trust.” 

 

5 Nature of JESUS the Servant God 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Isaiah 42 
1 “Behold! My Servant whom I uphold, 
My Elect One in whom My soul delights! 
I have put My Spirit upon Him; 
He will bring forth justice to the Gentiles. 
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 a. Jesus had the glory    

John 1 
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth. 

 

 b. Jesus left His glory 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Phil.2:7 |  The Humbled and Exalted Christ 
5 Let this mind be in you which was also in 
Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, 
did not consider it [b]robbery to be equal with 
God, 7 but [c]made Himself of no reputation, 
taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in 
the likeness of men. 8 And being found in 
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself 
and became obedient to the point of death, even 
the death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has 
highly exalted Him and given Him the name 
which is above every name, 10 that at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in 
heaven, and of those on earth, and of those 
under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father. 

 

 c. Jesus didn’t use His glory / power 
 
a division of 3,000–6,000 men, including a complement 
of cavalry, in the ancient Roman army. 
"During the Roman conquest, the fort was sacked by 
Vespasian's legions." 
 
12 legions : 12 * 5,000 = 60,000 
 
When Jesus was mocked, Jesus did not use power!  
When Jesus was tempted by Satan, Jesus did not use 
power!  
- he didn’t call the legions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Matthew 26 
50 But Jesus said to him, “Friend, why have you 
come?” Then they came and laid hands on Jesus 
and took Him. 51 And suddenly, one of 
those who were with Jesus stretched out his hand 
and drew his sword, struck the servant of the 
high priest, and cut off his ear. 

52 But Jesus said to him, “Put your sword in its 
place, for all who take the sword will [j]perish by 
the sword. 53 Or do you think that I cannot now 
pray to My Father, and He will provide Me 
with more than twelve legions of angels?  

 
 

Matthew 4 
5 Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, 
set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and said 
to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw 
Yourself down. For it is written:‘He shall give 
His angels charge over you,’ and,‘In their hands 
they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot 
against a stone.’ ” 

7 Jesus said to him, “It is written again, ‘You 
shall not [a]tempt the Lord your God.’ ” 

 

 d. Jesus operated in meekness (instead of strength)  
 
Jesus didn’t defend Himself v63 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Matthew 26 
62 And the high priest arose and said to Him, 
“Do You answer nothing? What is it these men 
testify against You?” 63 But Jesus kept silent. 
And the high priest answered and said to Him, “I 
put You under oath by the living God: Tell us if 
You are the Christ, the Son of God!” 
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 e. Jesus became defenceless 
 
Jesus chose to be mutilated v2 
Jesus chose to be humiliated v3 
Jesus chose to be oppressed v7 
Jesus chose not to defend Himself v7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Is. 53:7 
2 For He shall grow up before Him as a tender 
plant, And as a root out of dry ground. 
He has no form or comeliness; And when we see 
Him, There is no beauty that we should desire 
Him. 
 

3 He is despised and rejected by men, 
 
7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, 
Yet He opened not His mouth; 
He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, 
And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, 
So He opened not His mouth. 

 


