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FOUNDATION OF GOD’S THRONE
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Righteousness
o is the principle of justice, and judgement
o (mercy) Lovingkindness and truth attends God’s 

presence.
• All his laws, decrees, and administrations, are 

grounded upon and managed with justice and 
equity. Therefore his throne is for ever and 
ever, because his sceptre is a right sceptre, Psalm 
45:6.

Psalms 89:14
Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your 

throne;
Mercy and truth go before Your face.

Psalms 97:2
Clouds and darkness surround Him;

Righteousness and justice are the foundation of His 
throne.

Psalms 33:5
He loves righteousness and justice;

The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.
Mercy
o kindness and fidelity
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https://biblehub.com/psalms/45-6.htm
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OBEDIENCE IS BETTER THAN SACRIFICE



1 Sam.15:22
22 So Samuel said: “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt 

offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of 
the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice,

And to heed than the fat of rams.

Obedience is better than sacrifice (1 Samuel 15:22-
23)

TEACHINGS FROM ZECH.7:8-10 – SEE CONTEXT PAGES 4 & 5

God rebuked at their attitude of fasting (3-7) 
They lamented more for their losses, 

inconveniences, and miseries they suffered, than 
for their sinfulness of their conduct which brought 
these calamities upon them (to their forefathers).

God challenged them to reciprocate the mercy & 
righteousness they have received from God (8-10)

Lesson 1: Any sacrifices / penance done towards 
God must be done because you feel God’s 

heartbeat / not being sorrowful for your own 
inconvenience

Lesson 2: Must operate by internal compass of 
conscience – that results in expressions of 

lovingkindness to others

Zechariah 7
5 “Say to all the people of the land, and to the priests: 

‘When you fasted and mourned in the fifth and 
seventh months during those seventy years, did you really 

fast for Me—for Me?
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https://endofthematter.com/2018/03/obedience-is-better-than-sacrifice-1-samuel-1522-23/


Deut. 6:4
4 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one! 5 You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all 

your soul, and with all your strength.

Laws of God established to 
help people govern their lives 

in the path pf prosperity

WHAT IS THE LAW OF GOD SPOKEN BY GOD AND REITERATED BY THE PROPHETS?

People failed:
To have singular worship 

to Yahweh
And fell off

And invited judgement 
What happened in 
Babylon captivity
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Leviticus 19:8
18 “‘Do not seek revenge or bear a grudgeagainst anyone 
among your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I 

am the Lord.

Mark 12:30,31
30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your mind and with all your 
strength.’[a]

31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’[b]There is no commandment greater than these.”

Love God
Love others

Love God

Love others

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2012%3A30-31&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2012%3A30-31&version=NIV
https://endofthematter.com/2018/03/obedience-is-better-than-sacrifice-1-samuel-1522-23/
https://endofthematter.com/2018/03/obedience-is-better-than-sacrifice-1-samuel-1522-23/
https://endofthematter.com/2018/03/obedience-is-better-than-sacrifice-1-samuel-1522-23/
https://endofthematter.com/2018/03/obedience-is-better-than-sacrifice-1-samuel-1522-23/
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Zechariah 7
3 and to ask the priests who were in the house of 

the Lord of hosts, and the prophets, saying, “Should I weep 
in the fifth month and fast as I have done for so many 

years?”
4 Then the word of the Lord of hosts came to me, 

saying, 5 “Say to all the people of the land, and to the 
priests: ‘When you fasted and mourned in the fifth and 

seventh months during those seventy years, did you really 
fast for Me—for Me? 6 When you eat and when you drink, 

do you not eat and drink for yourselves?

The motive of fasting questioned by God

o The fast in was kept because in that month, 
the city and temple were burned by the 
Chaldeans

o The question they now proposed, is if they 
should continue as the temple building 
project was proceeding well

o They did not fast with an intention to obey 
God 

o They lamented more for their losses, 
inconveniences, and miseries they suffered,
than for their sinfulness of their conduct 
which brought these calamities upon them 
(to their forefathers).

CONTEXT4
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Psalms 89:14
7 Should you not have obeyed the words which 

the Lord proclaimed through the former prophets when 
Jerusalem and the cities around it were inhabited and 

prosperous, and the South and the Lowland were 
inhabited?’ ”

What true fasting should have constituted?

o They should have taken heed to the words 
spoken by God’s prophets Amos, Jeremiah, on 
the necessity to obey God’s law, 

o If they had followed, they would have 
repented

o You ask, shall you do as you have done in 
fasting? No; you must do that which you have 
not yet done; you must repent of your sins, 
and reform your lives; that is it that we now 
call you to, and it is the same that the former 
prophets called your fathers to. To affect 
them the more with a sense of the mischief 
that sin had done them, and to bring them to 
true repentance, 

CONTEXT5



John 8
7 So when they continued asking Him, He [g]raised Himself 
up and said to them, “He who is without sin among you, 

let him throw a stone at her first.

10 When Jesus had raised Himself up [i]and saw no one but 
the woman, He said to her, “Woman, where are those 

accusers [j]of yours? Has no one condemned you?”11 She 
said, “No one, Lord.”And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I 

condemn you; go and sin no more.”

Man judged the action without justice (7) because 
the perpetrator wasn’t judged but this was due to 

man’s prejudice – stigma against women –
Judaism that magnifies the law – letter kills  (2 

Corinthians 3:4–6).

TEACHING  FROM JESUS John 8:1-11 

God’s compassion that seeks to love and looks past 
man’s way of judgement (11)
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+8&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+8&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+8&version=NKJV


Roman 2
1 Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever you are 

who judge, for in whatever you judge another you 
condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same 

things. 2 But we know that the judgment of God is 
according to truth against those who practice such things

Those who judge do the same (1)

TEACHING FROM ROMANS 2:1-2

God is against those who judge others (2)

God judges the intentions behind the action – God 
looks at the heart 1 Samuel 16:7

1 Samuel 16
7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or 

at his physical stature, because I have refused 
him. For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the 

outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Samuel%2016%3A7&version=ESV
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GOD’S WORD



James 1
27 Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is 
this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to 

keep oneself unspotted from the world.

God’s word > to show justice and mercy (kindness 
and compassion) to: Zec. 7: 6-10
- > widows
- > orphans
- > strangers (immigrants/ refugees) like those 
from UNHCR at their home
- > the poor ( the destitute)

Do you do justice to others? 

Mathew 25
34 Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, 

you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world:

35 for I was hungry and you gave Me food; 
I was thirsty and you gave Me drink;
I was a stranger and you took Me in;
36 I was naked and you clothed Me; 

I was sick and you visited Me;
I was in prison and you came to Me.’

ELCM Social Ministries
Bethany Home - Hutan Melintang, Perak
Rumah Hope - Petaling Jaya, Selangor
Women’s Care and Counselling Centre - Port Klang
Lutheran Women’s Hostel - Kuala Lumpur
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HOW YOU RESPOND OR REACT IS AN INDICATION OF YOUR OWN  CHARACTER

• when you are hard on someone else, i.e., critical, fault-finding or depreciatory, 
• it really says more about your feelings toward yourself than it does about them. 

• Your reactions, in nearly every instance, are more tell-tale about what is transpiring in you than they 
are about the person you direct them toward. 

• Thus, if you are a person who is judgmental and critical of others, it often is because you, yourself are 
the real target of your criticism – the reason being that your displeasure comes from within.

• The trick is to allow your shortcomings and failures to serve as a testimony to your own humanity. 
• human beings can and do make mistakes, which need to be forgiven by others but, more importantly, 

by yourself. 
• first to discover and accept your humanity and then openly to expose your perceived faults to others. 
• It not only will provide an opportunity for others to forgive and love you in spite of them, but for you to 

desensitize yourself to them.
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